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Abstract: This article analyzes the structure, grammatical aspects, types and usage of
prepositions in the Arabic language. In addition to expressing syntactic relations, prepositions in
the Arabic language play an important role in expressing the meaning of a sentence semantically.
Of course, this article will be useful for those interested in the Arabic language and students
studying it.
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In the Arabic language, there are three main parts of speech:

1. a~Y) (ism — noun). This category includes nouns, adjectives, pronouns, numerals, adverbs,
verbal nouns (masdars), participles, as well as some prepositions and modal words, similar to
those in the Uzbek language.

2. Jdadl) (fi'l — verb). This category encompasses all verb forms, including tense, mood,
voice, affirmative and negative forms.
3. «i_al) (harf — particle). This category includes the definite article, prepositions, various

particles, and, in general, auxiliary words.

Prepositions (<5~ Jall — hurtf al-jarr), which belong to the category of particles, play an
important role in Arabic sentences. They are among the key grammatical elements in the
language, as they establish syntactic and semantic relationships between sentence components.
Due to the richness and complexity of Arabic grammar, prepositions represent one of the most
interesting yet challenging aspects for students and learners of Arabic.

A significant part of auxiliary words consists of prepositions. Since the Arabic case system is
rather limited, relations such as time, place, delimitation, and other various connections are
mainly expressed through prepositions. A common feature of prepositions is that they always
precede the word they govern and require that word to appear in the genitive case.

The case system in Arabic differs somewhat from that of Uzbek. In Arabic, there are three
grammatical cases, whereas in Uzbek there are more.

Case Definite form Indefinite form
1. | Nominative case <\ (al-hatifu) Cuila (hatifun)
2. | Accusative case <o\ (al-hatifa) &l (hatifan)
3. | Genitive case il (al-hatifi) <sila (hatifin)

For this reason, they cannot be used independently in other types of sentences. Moreover, in
Arabic, case markers (i‘rab) are always placed before the word they govern.

Auxiliary words and prefixes that express meanings such as place, time, purpose, cause, means,
and accompaniment are called prepositions (<isa 3! — harf al-jarr).

Prepositions in Arabic are divided into three groups:
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1. Original (basic) prepositions
These are words that have lost their independent lexical meaning and are used only as
prepositions. The following are examples of original prepositions:

oA ldall el

The prepositions <

always written connected to the words they govern.

2 (fi — in, inside, at): The student is at the university.
(4 (min — from, out of): The student came out of the house.

) (ila — to, toward): The student went to the university. Ja3 @l ) dxalal)

= (‘ala — on, upon, above): The notebook is on the table. s&) Je 4 Ll

&8 (‘an — about, from): The student asked about the lesson. Jis il ge (53l

< (bi — with, by means of): He wrote the letter with a pen.<<S Al )l Ll

J (li — for, belonging to): This book belongs to the student.)» Sl Qlall

d (ka — like, as):The girl is beautiful like a flower. <) Aaea 32 518

(bi), J (li), and &€ (ka) are considered attached prepositions, as they are

. ., |[With . .
Arabic mzi Definite Indefinite g:allilslll:g " particle Example in English
Noun g
’s“L' 7 3 ;. .
< (bi) Al ' (bi-1-||pls; ‘ (bi with, by means off With a pen / By means of a
qgalami) qalamin) pen
g . 3 . . For the student / Belonging
lulall ||l -
J (i) . (Uit C (Ji-|for, belonging to, J to the student / The student
talibi) talibin) possessed by has
3 e“:.ns _ _ o’:.s’ _ )
d (ka) f . (ka-sh-|\cs . (ka like, as, similar to||&! Like the sun / As a sun
shamsi) shamsin)

When the preposition d (li — for) comes before the definite article J' (al-), the initial } (alif) is not

written. For example: J + 4wl =

4l (for the school).

If the first letter of a noun is J (1am), then the J (1am) of the article J! is also omitted: 4l + J =
41 (for the language).
1. Nominal (derived) prepositions — Adverbs (< 4l)
This group includes words that, while still retaining their nominal features, can be used as
adverbs. These words often function in the accusative case when used adverbially:

¢ (Kharij — outside): Outside the school — 7 J& 433l

»= (‘abr — through): Through the book — s sl
JMA (khilal — during): During the holiday — 33 ikl
<8 (qurba — near, close to): Near the house — < < el
skl Camam — in front of): In front of the car — alal 5 5
s (khalf — behind): Behind Umar — A 5aé
O (bayna between, among): Between two students — o2 uaéu‘
(s (fawqa — above, over): Above the table — (33 43;‘-23\
ad (tahta — under, beneath): Under the table — &35 4 gl

Jala (dakhil — inside, within): Inside the university — (312 &aslal)
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. sie (‘inda — at, with): With the teacher — Y J5LY) a

. Js> (hawla — around, about): Around the school — 3~ %334l

These nominal (derived) prepositions originate from nouns. They require the word that follows
them to be in the genitive case (J»), but they are not classified as huraf al-jarr (prepositions
proper). According to original Arabic grammatical sources, such auxiliaries are considered
adverbs (<s5,5). In sentence analysis, they are treated as mudaf (construct state noun), while
the word that follows is analyzed as mudaf ilayh (the governed noun).

2. Compound prepositions

These consist of two or three words and express more complex relationships compared to the
simple prepositions. Examples include:

. Ja¥ (li-ajl) — for the sake of

. s Jz (f1 sabil) — for the sake of, in the path of

. @A ¢ (khawfan min) — out of fear of

. iy B ) (bi-sarf al-nazar ila) — due to

. AL 3 (bi-1-nazar ila) — because of

. &b oo (fadlan ‘an) — in addition to, alongside
J & 09&& (fi ghudiin) — during, in the course of
. il (bi-janib) — beside, next to

. 4l g2 (bi-wasita) — by means of

. 4245 J (natijatan li) — as a result of

. axdl ¢4 (bi-l-gham min) — despite, in spite of

These compound prepositions are formed by combining derived auxiliaries with the basic
prepositions such as J, (s, (o), 2, <. The above examples illustrate this clearly.

Conclusion

In summary, Arabic prepositions (hurif al-jarr) serve to establish connections between words in
a sentence. They not only perform a syntactic function but also carry semantic roles such as
indicating place, cause, time, manner, and more. As previously mentioned, they also determine
the grammatical case of the following word.

For learners of Arabic, the study of prepositions is essential yet challenging due to their
grammatical complexity. Mastering the correct usage of prepositions ensures accuracy and
clarity of expression in the Arabic language.
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