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ANNOTATION: In modern society, the rapid development of digital communication tools has
become an important factor in shaping the worldview and social behavior of the younger
generation. The vast flow of information disseminated through the Internet not only broadens the
scope of knowledge but also plays a crucial role in the formation of personal values, social
responsibility, and a conscious civic position. Various ideas and initiatives promoted on different
platforms, along with legal information, debates, and interactive educational materials,
contribute to the development of a modern approach among young people toward social and
legal issues. At the same time, the spread of false or misleading information and the presence of
manipulative content may lead to negative consequences. Therefore, it is essential to study this
process on a scientific basis, systematize positive experiences, and develop mechanisms to
prevent potential risks. As a result, the integration of education, upbringing, and information
policy ensures the consolidation of positive social and legal values in the minds of the youth.
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Introduction
In recent years, the processes of globalization, the expansion of internet networks, and the
intensification of information flows have had a direct impact on the worldview, values, and
social activity of young people. In particular, the digital space has become the main source of
communication, knowledge acquisition, and exchange of ideas for the new generation. Therefore,
the role of digital communication tools in shaping the legal consciousness of the younger
generation is steadily increasing.
The relevance of this process lies in the fact that legal knowledge and values are transmitted
directly into the consciousness of young people through the flow of information, which is
essential not only for personal development but also for social stability. Consequently, ensuring
the rule of law in society, increasing youth responsibility, and strengthening their social activity
have become among the most pressing issues of today.
In Uzbekistan, long-term development strategies have identified youth issues as one of the top
priorities. In particular, the “Uzbekistan–2030” Strategy highlights tasks such as the formation of
a law-governed state, the enhancement of legal awareness among the population, and the
development of the spiritual potential of young people. This demonstrates that strengthening the
legal culture of the younger generation is regarded as an integral part of the national
development strategy.
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To achieve the objectives outlined in the Strategy, the widespread implementation of digital
technologies, modernization of information policy, and promotion of legal culture among youth
in the virtual space are considered essential conditions. From this perspective, the present study
is not only of theoretical significance but also of practical relevance, as it aligns directly with the
country’s long-term development goals.
Methodology
In developing the methodological framework of the research, systematic and analytical
approaches were employed as the main scientific methods. First, existing literature, state
programs, and international experiences were studied to conduct a comparative analysis of youth
social activity, levels of legal awareness, and interactions within the information space. In
addition, statistical data were used to examine young people’s skills in using information
resources and to assess how these skills influence their legal perspectives.
During the research process, observation, survey, and interview methods were applied. Surveys
were used to identify the habits of young people in utilizing information resources, while
interviews helped evaluate the depth of their opinions and their level of acceptance of legal
values. Observation methods, in turn, made it possible to practically analyze the ideas
disseminated through information media and the attitudes of young people toward them. In this
way, the methodological foundations of the research were formed in a comprehensive manner.
Analysis and Results
In today’s era of globalization and digital information, the influence of the Internet and social
networks on the formation of young people’s worldview, social behavior, and legal
consciousness is steadily increasing. These platforms have expanded opportunities for open
exchange of ideas, quick access to information, and the enhancement of legal knowledge and
responsibility within the social environment. At the same time, the presence of misinformation,
virtual manipulations, and factors that distort legal awareness remains a significant concern.
Therefore, analyzing both the positive and negative aspects of social media’s impact on the
development of youth legal culture holds great importance.
Definitions and Key Concepts
Legal culture — a combination of society members’ legal knowledge, legal values, legal
responsibility, respect for the law, and attitude toward the rule of law.
Social networks — online platforms (such as Facebook, Telegram, Instagram, TikTok,
Telegram channels, etc.) whose main function is to enable information exchange and
communication among users.
Positive Aspects of the Influence of Social Networks on the Legal Culture of Youth
a) Free access to information and enhancement of legal literacy
Social media platforms deliver legal information quickly and to a wide audience. Through
campaigns, videos, infographics, and legal advice channels, users can learn about human rights,
youth rights, court practices, and complaint procedures.
Research shows that, for example, in Indonesia, social media plays a significant role in
disseminating legal information, and cooperation between information and government agencies
can effectively increase legal awareness.
b) Encouragement of civic activity and legal awareness
Young people become more active in legal matters through social media posts and campaigns
encouraging them to file complaints, participate in legal discussions, or speak out against
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injustice in society.
Online petitions, legal “hashtag” campaigns, and impactful materials shared by lawyers or
human rights defenders can strengthen legal awareness among the youth.
c) Building trust in legal institutions
If the activities of courts, prosecutors, the police, and other legal institutions are transparently
and fairly covered on social media, young people’s trust in these institutions increases.
Similarly, the dissemination of examples of anti-corruption measures and the promotion of the
rule of law help youth perceive the legal system as fair and justice-oriented.
d) Formation of legal culture through creative and interactive approaches
Creative content such as videos, memes, infographics, and short stories attract young people’s
interest and make legal concepts more memorable.
Online training sessions, webinars, Q&A sessions with experts, and digital legal games
contribute to forming a more effective and engaging legal culture among the youth.

Figure 1. “Negative aspects and risks of social networks.”
In this diagram, the main directions through which social networks negatively affect the legal
culture of young people are presented in a complex hierarchical matrix. The central concept is
titled “Negative Aspects and Risks of Social Media”, from which three main branches emerge:
the first — false, misleading, or manipulative information; the second — content encouraging
law violations; and the third— psychological, emotional, and social problems.
Each of these branches is further divided into subcategories that clarify the specific negative
consequences. For instance, in the section on false information, unverified content and
misconceptions about legal responsibility are highlighted. These factors can distort young
people’s legal awareness and foster misconceptions about the rule of law in society.
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The second branch — encouragement of law violation — includes content that promotes the
breach of legal restrictions and issues related to online legal security. This can weaken the sense
of legal responsibility in the virtual environment and lead to an increase in unlawful behavior.
The third branch addresses psychological and social challenges, such as comparison, doubt,
depression, trolling, and cyberattacks. These factors negatively influence not only legal
consciousness but also the social stability and psychological well-being of young people.
Overall, the diagram systematically illustrates the potential risks and problems that arise in the
formation of legal culture due to irrational or unregulated use of social networks.
Table 1.
Mechanisms of the Influence of Social Networks on the Formation of Legal Culture

Factor Description Positive
Impact

Negative
Impact

Context of
Uzbekistan

Proposals and
Measures

Content
quality and
sourc

Reliability and
credibility of
legal
information
and its sources

Increases legal
awareness,
promotes the
concept of the
rule of law

Fake news
and incorrect
legal advice
mislead
young people

Official state
bodies and NGOs
distribute legal
content on
Telegram,
Instagram, and
YouTube

Create certified
legal pages,
ensure more
active presence
of official
authorities

Interactivit
y

Users’
participation in
discussions,
Q&A, and
opinion
exchange

Engages youth
in active
discussions and
legal
communication

False
information
spreads
quickly in
debates;
trolling and
insults
intensify

Legal Telegram
channels open
comment sections
and answer youth
questions

Strengthen
moderation
systems,
organize live
streams with
legal experts

Official
regulation

Supervision by
state and legal
institutions

Enhances trust
in legal justice,
strengthens
legal culture

Excessive
censorship
may restrict
legal freedom

“Legal
Information
Portal” and “E-
Services” online
systems are
operating

Promote open
data policies,
ensure
balanced
regulation
between
freedom and
security

Integration
with the
education
system

Linking legal
content with
schools,
universities,
and training
courses

Helps youth
combine legal
theory with
practical
learning

Lack of
integration
reduces the
effectiveness
of online
content

“Legal Education
Weeks” are
conducted jointly
with social
networks in
schools and
universities

Develop online
courses and
legal webinars,
digitize
textbooks
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Factor Description Positive
Impact

Negative
Impact

Context of
Uzbekistan

Proposals and
Measures

Cultural
and social
context

Alignment
with national
traditions,
language, and
social values

Makes content
more
understandable
and acceptable
for youth

Incompatible
content may
be rejected or
misinterprete
d

Uzbek-language
legal channels are
expanding, though
Russian and
English content is
still more
common

Produce legal
video materials
and
infographics
adapted to the
local mentality

From the table above, it can be observed that each mechanism has a dual impact: on one hand, it
contributes to improving legal literacy and awareness, while on the other hand, misinformation
and an uncontrolled environment may negatively affect the development of legal culture. In the
context of Uzbekistan, official platforms and legal portals have been actively engaging with
young people; however, there is still a need to strengthen interactivity and ensure greater cultural
relevance.
Conclusion
Firstly, with the rapid development of modern information and communication technologies, the
process of shaping legal values in the minds of young people is undergoing fundamental changes.
The vastness, freedom, and speed of information flow have a direct impact on their legal
worldview. In this process, young people not only gain knowledge but also have the opportunity
to express their opinions freely, exchange ideas on various legal issues, and strengthen their legal
literacy. However, alongside the proper use of these opportunities, negative consequences may
also arise — incorrect or one-sided approaches can create challenges in the formation of legal
awareness. Therefore, managing information flow, critically analyzing unfiltered data, and
teaching young people to rely on credible sources are among the most urgent tasks today.
Secondly, reforms implemented by state and social institutions — in particular, strengthening the
legislative framework and promoting moral and educational values among the youth — play a
significant role in this process. As concepts such as legality, justice, and responsibility become
entrenched in the minds of young people, their respect for the law increases and their sense of
personal accountability grows stronger. Furthermore, the integration of legal subjects into the
education system, the implementation of various social projects, and the organization of
interactive activities contribute to the development of practical skills among youth. This serves
as an effective means of raising the overall level of legal culture in society and fostering
responsible citizens for the future.
Thirdly, to enhance the effectiveness of this process in the future, several priority directions
should be pursued. First and foremost, it is essential to teach young people critical thinking skills
and improve mechanisms that protect them from misinformation in the digital environment.
Additionally, legal education and outreach efforts should adopt more innovative forms —
including visual content, interactive platforms, and gamified methods. Such approaches can
increase youth engagement and encourage their conscious participation in social life. Overall,
nurturing a legally aware, responsible, and value-oriented young generation is a key guarantee
for ensuring the sustainable development of society and building a reliable foundation for the
state’s legal system.
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