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Abstract: This article investigates the representation of feminist ideas in Khaled Hosseini’s
novel A Thousand Splendid Suns. Using feminist literary criticism as the theoretical framework,
the research analyzes how the novel portrays women’s oppression, resistance, solidarity, and
empowerment within a patriarchal Afghan society. The findings reveal that Hosseini critiques
gender inequality through themes such as forced marriage, domestic violence, denial of
education, and female sacrifice. The novel emphasizes female solidarity and education as key
tools for empowerment, contributing significantly to feminist discourse in contemporary
literature.
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Introduction. Khaled Hosseini’s novel A Thousand Splendid Suns powerfully portrays the lives
of Afghan women living under patriarchal social structures. Through the characters of Mariam
and Laila, the novel highlights key feminist ideas such as female oppression, gender inequality,
forced marriage, domestic violence, and the struggle for female autonomy. Hosseini presents
women not as passive victims but as resilient individuals who develop solidarity and emotional
strength in the face of social, cultural, and political constraints. The novel emphasizes the
importance of female friendship, education, and personal sacrifice as tools of resistance against
male domination. By giving voice to women’s suffering and endurance, Hosseini critiques
patriarchal norms and advocates for women’s rights, dignity, and empowerment within Afghan
society.

Feminist literary criticism examines how literary texts represent women, gender roles,
and power relations within society (Tyson, 2006). In many patriarchal cultures, women’s voices
and experiences have historically been marginalized, making literature an important space for
resistance and representation. Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) presents a
compelling narrative of Afghan women’s lives shaped by war, political instability, and rigid
social norms.

The novel centers on the lives of Mariam and Laila, two women from different
generations whose destinies intersect through marriage and shared suffering. Their experiences
reflect broader issues of gender inequality, domestic abuse, and social exclusion. This study aims
to analyze how feminist ideas are represented in the novel and how Hosseini uses female
characters to critique patriarchal oppression while emphasizing women’s resilience and agency.

This research employs a qualitative textual analysis based on feminist literary theory.
The primary source is Khaled Hosseini’s novel A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007). Key passages
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related to female oppression, gender roles, education, violence, and solidarity were closely
examined.

The theoretical framework draws on major feminist scholars such as Simone de Beauvoir
(2011), bell hooks (2000), and Lois Tyson (2006). These theories were used to interpret
character development, narrative structure, and thematic representation. Secondary sources,
including books and scholarly works on feminism and gender studies, support the analysis. The
study focuses on thematic interpretation rather than historical or biographical analysis.

The analysis reveals several dominant feminist themes in the novel:

1. Female Oppression and Patriarchy

The novel depicts women as victims of systemic oppression under patriarchal authority. Forced
marriage, lack of autonomy, and domestic violence are presented as normalized practices.
Mariam’s life exemplifies how women are denied basic rights and treated as inferior within both
family and society (Hosseini, 2007).

2. Female Solidarity

One of the most significant findings is the role of female solidarity as a form of resistance. The
emotional bond between Mariam and Laila evolves into a supportive sisterhood that enables
them to survive abuse. This reflects feminist views that collective support empowers women to
challenge oppression (hooks, 2000).

3. Education as Empowerment

Education is portrayed as a key factor in feminist consciousness. Laila’s education equips her
with critical awareness and hope for change, while Mariam’s lack of education initially limits her
resistance. This contrast emphasizes education as a tool for empowerment and liberation (Freire,
2005).

4. Female Agency and Sacrifice

Mariam’s final act represents the ultimate assertion of agency. Rather than remaining passive,
she consciously chooses resistance to protect another woman. This demonstrates that agency can
exist even within extreme oppression (Tyson, 2006).

The findings align with feminist theories that argue patriarchy systematically restricts
women’s freedom and identity (Beauvoir, 2011). Hosseini’s portrayal of Afghan women
challenges stereotypes by emphasizing their emotional strength and moral courage. The novel
suggests that resistance does not always take public or political forms; instead, it can emerge
through personal sacrifice, emotional bonds, and everyday acts of defiance.

Female solidarity is particularly significant, as it transforms individual suffering into
collective strength. This reinforces feminist arguments that sisterhood plays a crucial role in
overcoming isolation imposed by patriarchal systems (hooks, 2000). Additionally, the emphasis
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on education highlights its importance in fostering feminist awareness and social change.
Overall, A Thousand Splendid Suns functions as both a literary narrative and a social critique,
advocating gender equality and women’s rights through storytelling.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that A Thousand Splendid Suns effectively represents feminist ideas by
portraying women’s oppression, resilience, solidarity, and agency. Khaled Hosseini critiques
patriarchal norms while emphasizing the importance of education, female unity, and moral
strength. The novel contributes meaningfully to feminist literary studies and raises global
awareness about gender inequality and women’s empowerment.
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