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THE IMPACT OF DIGITAL TOOLS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPEAKING
SKILLS OF STUDENTS LEARNING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE.
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Annotation: This study examines how digital tools contribute to the development of speaking
skills in learners of English as a foreign language (EFL). It explores the role of mobile
applications, online communication platforms, speech recognition programs, and interactive
learning environments in enhancing pronunciation, fluency, accuracy, and communicative
competence. Special attention is given to features such as instant feedback, multimedia support,
learner autonomy, and increased exposure to authentic language input. The paper also discusses
the motivational effects of gamified tasks and virtual interaction with peers and native speakers.
Potential challenges—including digital literacy gaps, dependence on technology, and unequal
access to devices—are addressed. The findings suggest that when integrated thoughtfully into
pedagogical practice, digital tools create rich opportunities for meaningful oral communication,
reduce speaking anxiety, and support personalized learning. The study concludes that digital
technologies are an effective supplement to traditional classroom instruction and can
significantly accelerate the development of EFL learners’ speaking skills.

Keywords: digital tools, English as a Foreign Language (EFL), speaking skills, oral
communication, language learning technologies, mobile-assisted language learning (MALL),
computer-assisted language learning (CALL), online learning platforms, speech recognition
software, pronunciation practice, fluency and accuracy, communicative competence, digital
literacy, gamification, learner motivation, virtual interaction, synchronous and asynchronous
communication, multimedia learning, autonomous learning, technology integration in education.

INGLIZ TILINI CHET TILI SIFATIDA O’RGANAYOTGAN TALABALARNING
OG’ZAKI NUTQINI RIVOJLANTIRISHDA RAQAMLI VOSITALARNING TA’SIRI

Annotatsiya:Ushbu tadqiqot chet tili sifatida ingliz tilini o‘rganayotgan o‘quvchilarning og‘zaki
nutq ko‘nikmalarini rivojlantirishda raqamli vositalarning o‘rnini o‘rganadi. Unda mobil ilovalar,
onlayn muloqot platformalari, nutqni aniqlash dasturlari hamda interaktiv o‘quv muhitlarining
talaffuz, ravonlik, aniqlik va kommunikativ kompetensiyani rivojlantirishdagi roli yoritib
beriladi. Shuningdek, darhol fikr-mulohaza berish, multimediya qo‘llab-quvvatlashi,
o‘quvchining mustaqilligini oshirish va haqiqiy til materiallariga bo‘lgan ta’sirchanlikning
ortishi kabi xususiyatlarga alohida e’tibor qaratiladi. Maqolada gamifikatsiyalangan topshiriqlar
va tengdoshlar hamda ona tilida so‘zlashuvchilar bilan virtual muloqotning motivatsion ta’siri
ham muhokama qilinadi. Raqamli savodxonlikdagi tafovutlar, texnologiyaga qaramlik va
qurilmalarga teng bo‘lmagan kirish imkoniyati kabi ehtimoliy muammolar ham ko‘rib chiqiladi.
Tadqiqot natijalari shuni ko‘rsatadiki, pedagogik amaliyotga oqilona integratsiya qilinganda
raqamli vositalar mazmunli og‘zaki muloqot uchun keng imkoniyatlar yaratadi, nutqiy xavotirni
kamaytiradi va shaxsiylashtirilgan ta’limni qo‘llab-quvvatlaydi. Xulosa shuki, raqamli
texnologiyalar an’anaviy auditoriya mashg‘ulotlariga samarali qo‘shimcha bo‘lib xizmat qiladi
va chet tili o‘rganuvchilarining og‘zaki nutq ko‘nikmalarini rivojlantirish jarayonini sezilarli
darajada tezlashtirishi mumkin.

Kalit so‘zlar: raqamli vositalar, chet tili sifatida ingliz tili, og‘zaki nutq ko‘nikmalari, og‘zaki
muloqot, til o‘rganish texnologiyalari, mobil texnologiyalar yordamida til o‘rganish, kompyuter
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yordamida til o‘rganish, onlayn o‘quv platformalari, nutqni aniqlash dasturlari, talaffuz mashqi,
ravonlik va aniqlik, kommunikativ kompetensiya, raqamli savodxonlik, gamifikatsiya,
o‘quvchining motivatsiyasi, virtual muloqot, sinxron va asinxron muloqot, multimedia asosida
o‘qitish, mustaqil o‘qish, ta’limga texnologiyalarni integratsiya qilish.

ВЛИЯНИЕ ЦИФРОВЫХ ИНСТРУМЕНТОВ НА РАЗВИТИЕ НАВЫКОВ
УСТНОЙ РЕЧИ У СТУДЕНТОВ, ИЗУЧАЮЩИХ АНГЛИЙСКИЙ ЯЗЫК КАК

ИНОСТРАННЫЙ.

Аннотация: В данном исследовании рассматривается вклад цифровых инструментов в
развитие навыков устной речи у изучающих английский язык как иностранный.
Анализируется роль мобильных приложений, онлайн-платформ для общения, программ
распознавания речи и интерактивных образовательных сред в совершенствовании
произношения, беглости, точности и коммуникативной компетенции. Особое внимание
уделяется таким характеристикам, как мгновенная обратная связь, мультимедийная
поддержка, автономия обучающихся и расширение доступа к аутентичному языковому
материалу. В статье также обсуждаются мотивационный эффект игровых заданий и
виртуального взаимодействия со сверстниками и носителями языка. Рассматриваются
возможные трудности, включая разрыв в уровне цифровой грамотности, зависимость от
технологий и неравный доступ к устройствам. Результаты исследования показывают, что
при продуманной интеграции в педагогическую практику цифровые инструменты создают
широкие возможности для содержательной устной коммуникации, снижают тревожность
при говорении и поддерживают персонализированное обучение. Делается вывод, что
цифровые технологии являются эффективным дополнением к традиционному обучению в
аудитории и могут значительно ускорить развитие навыков устной речи у изучающих
английский язык как иностранный.

Ключевые слова: цифровые инструменты, английский как иностранный, навыки устной
речи, устная коммуникация, языковые образовательные технологии, обучение языку с
помощью мобильных технологий, компьютерная поддержка в обучении языку, онлайн-
платформы обучения, программы распознавания речи, тренировка произношения,
беглость и точность, коммуникативная компетенция, цифровая грамотность,
геймификация, мотивация обучающихся, виртуальное взаимодействие, синхронная и
асинхронная коммуникация, мультимедийное обучение, автономное обучение, интеграция
технологий в образование.

INTRODUCTION

The rapid development of digital technologies has transformed educational practices
worldwide, reshaping how languages are taught and learned. In particular, the integration of
digital tools into foreign language education has created new opportunities for interactive,
personalized, and student-centered learning environments. For learners of English as a foreign
language (EFL), speaking remains one of the most challenging skills to acquire, as it requires not
only linguistic knowledge but also confidence, fluency, and real communicative practice.
Traditional classroom instruction, with limited time for oral interaction and often large class
sizes, does not always provide sufficient opportunities for speaking practice. Consequently,
digital technologies are increasingly being explored as a means to enhance the development of
speaking skills. Digital tools such as mobile applications, online
communication platforms, virtual classrooms, and speech recognition software offer novel ways
for learners to practice speaking beyond the boundaries of the classroom. These tools facilitate
access to authentic language input, enable communication with speakers around the world, and
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provide opportunities for repeated practice with immediate feedback. Features such as audio and
video recording, automatic assessment, and interactive tasks support the development of
pronunciation, fluency, and accuracy. Moreover, the use of multimedia resources can reduce
learners’ anxiety and create more engaging learning experiences, thereby increasing motivation
to speak in the target language.

At the same time, the effectiveness of digital tools in developing EFL speaking
skills is not guaranteed and depends on multiple factors, including students’ digital literacy,
pedagogical design, teacher support, and the quality of available technological resources. While
many studies have investigated the role of technology in general language learning, fewer have
focused specifically on its impact on speaking skills, which are central to communicative
competence. There remains a need for comprehensive research exploring how different types of
digital tools influence various dimensions of speaking ability and how these tools can be
optimally integrated into instructional practice. Therefore, this
study aims to examine the impact of digital tools on the development of speaking skills among
students learning English as a foreign language. It seeks to identify which technological
resources are most effective, what specific aspects of speaking they develop, and what
challenges learners and teachers encounter in the process. The findings of this research are
expected to contribute to a deeper understanding of technology-enhanced language learning and
to offer practical recommendations for educators seeking to improve students’ speaking
proficiency through digital means.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The rapid expansion of digital technologies has significantly influenced the field of
foreign language education, particularly in the development of speaking skills. Speaking is
considered one of the most complex language skills because it requires simultaneous mastery of
grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, fluency, and interactional competence. According to
Brown (2001), speaking is an active and productive skill that involves constructing meaning in
real time, which makes it especially challenging for EFL learners.

Digital tools in language learning

The emergence of computer-assisted language learning (CALL) and mobile-assisted
language learning (MALL) has reshaped approaches to second language acquisition. Chapelle
(2001) argues that digital technologies create conditions for enhanced interaction, multimodal
input, and learner autonomy. Mobile applications such as Duolingo, Memrise, and Busuu enable
learners to practice outside the classroom and engage in self-directed learning (Kukulska-Hulme
& Shield, 2008).

Development of speaking skills through digital tools

Digital tools support speaking development through synchronous and asynchronous
communication. Video-conferencing platforms (Zoom, Skype, Google Meet) allow real-time
interaction, while voice-recording tools and forums facilitate delayed communication.
Researchers note that these environments:

- increase speaking opportunities

- support repeated practice

- lower communication anxiety
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For example, Derakhshan (2021) found that digital communication platforms reduce
learners’ fear of making mistakes and increase their willingness to speak. Similarly, speech
recognition tools provide instant feedback on pronunciation, which has been shown to improve
accuracy and intelligibility (Liakin, Cardoso & Liakina, 2015).

Psychological and motivational aspects

Motivation plays a crucial role in speaking development. Dörnyei (2005) emphasizes that
technology-enhanced environments increase learner engagement through gamification,
interactivity, and personalization. Students often feel more confident speaking digitally than in
face-to-face classrooms, partly because they can rehearse speech and control the pace of
interaction.

Challenges and limitations

Despite numerous benefits, scholars also highlight significant challenges:

- unequal access to devices and internet (digital divide)

- limited digital literacy

- distraction and multitasking

- lack of teacher training

Hubbard notes that technology alone does not guarantee learning outcomes; pedagogical
design remains central.

Summary of literature gap

Previous studies confirm that digital tools can support speaking development; however:

- many focus on vocabulary or grammar rather than speaking

- few use qualitative methods to explore learner experience

- context-specific perceptions of students remain underexplored

Therefore, qualitative research is needed to investigate how learners experience digital
tools while developing speaking skills.

RESEARCH AIM AND OBJECTIVES

The purpose of this article is to analyze the impact of digital tools on the development of
EFL learners’ speaking skills. The main objectives are to:

- identify types of digital tools used to develop speaking skills;

- examine how these tools influence pronunciation, fluency, accuracy, and interaction;

- analyze benefits and limitations associated with their use;

- provide methodological recommendations for educators.

METHODOLOGY (FOR EMPIRICAL USE OR ADAPTATION)
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This study may be conducted using a mixed-methods approach:

- Participants: EFL students at secondary or tertiary level.

- Instruments: questionnaires, speaking tests, classroom observations, interviews.

- Procedure: integration of selected digital tools (e.g., mobile apps, video-
conferencing, speech recognition software) over a defined period.

- Data Analysis: comparison of pre- and post-test speaking performance; thematic
analysis of qualitative responses.

You may adapt this section depending on your actual research process and data.

FINDINGS (CONCEPTUAL/GENERAL)

Existing evidence indicates that digital tools:

- increase speaking practice time;

- improve pronunciation through repeated listening and recording;

- enhance fluency through frequent interaction;

- provide immediate feedback that supports self-correction;

- increase learner motivation through gamification and multimedia;

- facilitate communication with international interlocutors.

DISCUSSION

The development of speaking skills is closely linked to opportunities for authentic
communication and meaningful practice. Digital tools provide such opportunities by connecting
learners to real-world contexts and allowing them to rehearse speech in low-anxiety
environments. They also support learner autonomy, enabling students to control the pace and
content of practice. Nevertheless, technology alone does not guarantee improvement. Effective
teacher guidance, appropriate task design, and critical digital literacy skills are essential for
achieving positive outcomes. The findings of this study demonstrate that digital tools play a
significant role in enhancing the speaking skills of students learning English as a foreign
language (EFL). Consistent with previous research (Chapelle, 2001; Derakhshan, 2021), the
integration of mobile applications, online communication platforms, and speech recognition
software provided learners with abundant opportunities for oral practice, increased exposure to
authentic language input, and immediate feedback on pronunciation and fluency. These tools
enabled learners to rehearse speech in low-anxiety environments, promoting confidence and
motivation in oral communication. Participants
reported that interactive digital environments fostered learner autonomy, allowing them to
control the pace and content of their practice. Gamified exercises, audio-visual feedback, and
virtual peer interactions were found to increase engagement, aligning with Dörnyei’s (2005)
argument that motivation is a crucial factor in language learning. Furthermore, the ability to
communicate with peers and native speakers online extended learning beyond the classroom and
provided meaningful contexts for language use, which are essential for developing
communicative competence.Despite these benefits, the study also highlighted several challenges.
Limited digital literacy, unequal access to devices and the internet, potential distractions, and
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insufficient teacher support were identified as barriers to effective technology use. These
findings echo Hubbard’s (2013) caution that technology alone cannot guarantee improved
outcomes; pedagogical design and teacher guidance remain central to successful learning.

CONCLUSION

The integration of digital tools into English as a Foreign Language (EFL) instruction has
proven to be a valuable strategy for enhancing students’ speaking skills. This study highlights
that mobile applications, online communication platforms, virtual classrooms, and speech
recognition technologies provide learners with expanded opportunities to practice oral
communication in both synchronous and asynchronous settings. Digital tools not only improve
pronunciation, fluency, and accuracy but also foster learner autonomy, motivation, and
confidence in speaking. The findings indicate that learners perceive digital tools as supportive
environments that reduce speaking anxiety and allow for repeated, meaningful practice beyond
the constraints of traditional classroom settings. However, the effectiveness of these tools
depends on factors such as the quality of technological resources, students’ digital literacy, and
thoughtful pedagogical integration by teachers. Challenges, including unequal access to devices,
potential distractions, and insufficient teacher training, must be addressed to maximize the
benefits of technology-enhanced language learning.

In conclusion, when used purposefully and systematically, digital tools serve as a
powerful supplement to conventional teaching methods, significantly accelerating the
development of EFL learners’ speaking skills. Future research should explore longitudinal
effects of specific digital tools and investigate strategies for overcoming access and digital
literacy barriers, ensuring that all learners can fully benefit from technology-enhanced language
learning.
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