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Abstract. The article studies how Amir Temur's military campaigns managed their material
supply system together with their logistics operations. The analysis shows that Temur developed
his material supply system through advanced planning methods which combined economic
forecasting with territorial resource management and flexible supply methods to maintain
operations throughout different climate zones and huge distance areas.
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada Amir Temur harbiy yurishlarida qo'shinlarning moddiy ta'minoti
va logistika tizimining tashkil etilishi masalasi o'rganiladi. Tahlil shuni ko'rsatadiki, Temurning
moddiy ta'minot tizimi iqtisodiy rejalashtirish, hududiy resurslardan foydalanish va
moslashuvchan ta'minot strategiyalarini o'z ichiga olgan murakkab va bashoratli tizimni tashkil
etgan bo'lib, bu omillar birgalikda ulkan geografik masofalar va turli iqlim sharoitlarida harbiy
operatsiyalarning barqaror davom etishini ta'minlagan.

Kalit so'zlar: Amir Temur, harbiy logistika, moddiy ta'minot, o'rta asrlar urush san'ati, ta'minot
tizimi, Temuriylar qo'shini, harbiy yurish logistikasi.

Аннотация. В данной статье исследуется система материального обеспечения и
организация логистики в военных походах Амира Темура. Анализ показывает, что подход
Темура к материальному обеспечению представлял собой сложную и упреждающую
систему, объединявшую экономическое планирование, использование территориальных
ресурсов и адаптивные стратегии снабжения, которые в совокупности обеспечивали
устойчивость военных операций на огромных географических расстояниях и в
разнообразных климатических условиях.

Ключевые слова: Амир Темур, военная логистика, материальное обеспечение,
средневековое военное искусство, система снабжения, армия Темуридов, логистика
военных походов.

Introduction. Historians and military scholars and Central Asian civilization researchers
have maintained their interest in studying Amir Temur's military accomplishments. His military
campaigns from Delhi to Ankara and from the Volga steppes to the Levant required both tactical
expertise and dedicated soldiers and a highly efficient system for supplying materials. As Manz
[1] has observed, the scale and frequency of Temur's military operations would have been
inconceivable without a well-organized logistical apparatus capable of sustaining large armies
across thousands of kilometers. The existing research on Temur's military strategies and
battlefield methods has dedicated more resources to his operational techniques than his logistical
and supply chain processes. The Soviet-era historical analysis which Yakubovskiy [2] represents
focused on how Temur's conquests affected socio-economic conditions instead of how his
military achievements depended on effective organizational structures. The contemporary Uzbek
research community now understands that Timurid military organization requires investigation
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of both its administrative functions and its economic activities according to Askarov's [3]
foundational research work.

Methodology and literature review. The research for this study begins at its core from
two distinct sources which scientists were able to study through both analytical methods and
comparative methods. The main primary materials for this research include the chronicle of
Sharaf ad-Din Ali Yazdi, "Zafarnoma" [4], which provides detailed accounts of campaign
preparations, resource mobilization, and provisioning arrangements, and the earlier narrative of
Nizom ad-Din Shomiy [5], whose account offers complementary evidence regarding the
organizational structures of Temur's military campaigns. These Persian-language chronicles
constitute the most authoritative contemporary records of Timurid military operations and
contain substantial, though often incidental, information regarding logistical practices. The
research by Masson and Pugachenkova [6] on Timurid material culture functions as essential
secondary source which helps establish understanding of military provisioning economic
foundation needed for their operations. The work of Roux [7] offers a broader comparative
framework situating Temur's logistical practices within the wider tradition of steppe nomadic
military organization, while the research of Forbes Manz [1] remains indispensable for its
rigorous analysis of the political and administrative structures through which Temur mobilized
resources. The research conducted by Kholdsworth [8] on medieval Islamic military organization
provides additional comparative perspective, and the recent contribution of Sobirov [9]
represents important advances in Uzbek scholarship on Timurid military institutions.

Results and discussion. The analysis of the examined sources demonstrates that the
material supply system which supported Amir Temur's military operations developed distinct
characteristics which created a complete logistics system. The first and most fundamental
principle was anticipatory planning which established a requirement for advance provisioning
preparations that needed to start before military operations began. According to Yazdi [4],
Temur regularly commanded his forces to collect grain and fodder and weapons at specific
staging locations several months before their scheduled military operations. This anticipatory
approach distinguished Temur's system from the more opportunistic provisioning methods that
characterized many contemporary military organizations.

The second vital component involved the organized extraction of territorial assets which
extended throughout the military operational areas. The advance forces of Temur received their
orders to conduct reconnaissance missions which included their duty to locate and secure
essential food and water and pasturage resources that would support the entire military supply
operations according to Nizom ad-Din Shomiy [5]. Manz [1] demonstrates that this nomadic
practice evolved into a military subsistence method which combined traditional nomadic
practices with military fieldwork needs. The Timurid state maintained its operational supply
network through its economic infrastructure which served as the third essential component of its
supply system. The research conducted by Masson and Pugachenkova [6] proves that
Mawarannahr maintained both agricultural and commercial success which enabled Temur to
establish a significant military resource base for his operations while he worked to build his
military strength through economic development in his main territories.

The organization of supply was further supported by a hierarchical command structure in
which specific commanders bore responsibility for provisioning their respective units, a system
described by Sobirov [9] as reflecting the broader principles of decentralized administration that
characterized Timurid governance. The ability to operate effectively in extremely different
environments which include both the dry plains of Anatolia and the mountainous regions of the
Caucasus and the northern Indian river systems shows how Temur's logistical system achieved
both adaptability and resilience. Temur showed advanced comprehension of how supply levels
interact with troop morale because he made sure his soldiers received sufficient supplies which
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supported their ability to engage in extended battle, according to Rakhimov [10] who defined
this practice as a fundamental aspect of Temur's military leadership philosophy.

Conclusion. The analytical review of historical sources and scholarly literature conducted
in this study demonstrates that the system of material supply in Amir Temur's military art
constituted a sophisticated, multi-layered logistical doctrine rather than a collection of ad hoc
arrangements. The principal elements of this system, namely anticipatory planning, systematic
territorial resource exploitation, reliance on a strong domestic economic base, decentralized
command responsibility for provisioning, environmental adaptability, and attention to the morale
dimensions of supply, collectively formed an integrated approach to military logistics that was
remarkably advanced for its historical period. These findings suggest that Temur's military
genius extended well beyond the tactical and strategic domains conventionally emphasized in the
literature and encompassed a profound understanding of the material foundations upon which
successful military operations depend.
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