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Abstract. This article examines English slang as a dynamic component of modern
communication shaped by globalization, mass media, and digital technologies. Slang has
evolved from a marginal linguistic phenomenon into a widespread element of everyday
interaction. The study analyzes the origins, structural characteristics, communicative functions,
and sociocultural implications of slang in contemporary English. Special attention is paid to
youth speech and online communication environments. The findings indicate that slang enhances
expressiveness and group identity but may also challenge language norms, clarity, and
intergenerational communication.
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Introduction. Language is not a static system; it constantly evolves under the influence of
social, cultural, and technological changes. One of the most visible indicators of linguistic
dynamism is slang — an informal vocabulary that reflects creativity, identity, and social
interaction. In modern English, slang has expanded far beyond marginal or subcultural groups
and has become an integral part of everyday communication.

Globalization and digitalization have accelerated this process. Social networks, online
forums, and messaging applications allow new expressions to spread rapidly across the world.
Young people play a crucial role as innovators and disseminators of slang, shaping contemporary
linguistic trends.

Theoretical Background
Slang is commonly defined as nonstandard, informal vocabulary used primarily in casual

contexts. Unlike technical jargon, which serves professional communication, slang functions
mainly as a social and expressive tool. It often carries emotional coloring, humor, or evaluative
meaning.

Researchers identify several key features of slang:
 Informality
 Expressiveness
 Association with specific social groups
 Rapid change and instability
 Creative word formation
Slang serves as a marker of identity and solidarity, allowing speakers to signal membership

in particular communities.
Sources of Slang Formation
English slang originates from multiple social and cultural sources.
Youth Culture
Young people are the primary creators of slang. Adolescents often develop new expressions

to distinguish themselves from older generations and to reinforce peer-group bonds.
Subcultures
Various communities — including musicians, athletes, gamers, and urban groups —

generate specialized vocabularies reflecting shared experiences.
Popular Culture

mailto:Eshmirzayevanozima95@gmail.com
http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass
http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass


http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass IF = 9.112— 782 —

The Journal of Applied Science and Social Science
February, 2026Volume 16,Issue 02

pISSN: 2229-3205eISSN: 2229-3213

Films, television, and music disseminate slang globally. Expressions used by celebrities or
fictional characters frequently enter everyday speech.

Digital Communication
The internet is currently the most powerful source of slang innovation. Social media

platforms enable instantaneous sharing of new terms, memes, and expressions.
Linguistic Mechanisms of Slang Formation
Slang emerges through several linguistic processes:
 Clipping (e.g., app from application)
 Acronyms (e.g., LOL, OMG)
 Blending (e.g., bromance)
 Semantic shift (new meanings for existing words)
 Borrowing from other languages
These mechanisms demonstrate the flexibility and creativity of language users.
Communicative Functions
Slang fulfills multiple communicative roles.
Expressive Function
It intensifies emotions and attitudes, making speech more vivid.
Social Function
Slang signals belonging to a group and shared cultural knowledge.
Pragmatic Function
It allows efficient communication by conveying complex meanings concisely.
Creative Function
Slang demonstrates linguistic playfulness and innovation.
Slang in Digital Media
Digital communication has transformed slang usage. Online discourse is characterized by

speed, informality, and multimodality. Text is often combined with emojis, images, GIFs, and
videos. New expressions can become globally popular within hours. Digital platforms therefore
function as laboratories of linguistic innovation. The widespread use of slang reflects broader
social trends, including the growing influence of youth culture and the democratization of
communication. However, it may also create generational gaps, as older speakers may struggle
to understand contemporary expressions.

Slang also reflects cultural values, humor, and social attitudes, providing insight into
societal dynamics.

Moreover, the algorithmic nature of social media platforms significantly accelerates the
circulation of slang. Trending topics, viral videos, and popular hashtags amplify certain
expressions and expose them to massive audiences within a short period. Influencers and content
creators play a crucial role in this process, as their linguistic choices often shape the vocabulary
of millions of followers. Once a term is adopted by widely viewed accounts, it can rapidly
transition from niche usage to mainstream communication.

Another important factor is the participatory nature of digital environments. Users are not
merely passive recipients of language innovations but active contributors who modify,
reinterpret, and remix expressions. Memes, for instance, frequently involve linguistic play, irony,
and intertextual references. Through repeated sharing and adaptation, these forms generate new
layers of meaning and foster collective creativity.

Linguistic Challenges and Criticism
Despite its advantages, slang presents several challenges. First, it may reduce clarity,

particularly for those unfamiliar with specific expressions. Second, excessive informality can
undermine credibility in formal contexts. Third, slang terms often become obsolete quickly,
limiting long-term comprehension. Finally, some scholars argue that the proliferation of
colloquial language weakens standard norms.
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Conclusion
English slang is a dynamic and influential element of contemporary communication shaped

by social interaction, cultural change, and technological innovation. It enhances expressiveness,
identity construction, and interpersonal connection. However, careful balance is required to
maintain clarity, inclusiveness, and linguistic standards in formal discourse.
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