eISSN: 2229-3213 pISSN: 2229-3205

Volume 16,Issue 02 February, 2026

CLASSIFICATION OF THE STUDY OF UZBEK DIALECTS IN ARTICLES
PUBLISHED IN THE JOURNAL “MAORIF VA O‘QITUVCHI”

Associate Professor of the Department of Uzbek Language and Literature,
Berdakh Karakalpak State University
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Philology

Yangibaeva Nazira Gulmanovna
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When discussing the sources of Uzbek linguistics of the 1920s, along with manuals created
during that period and materials from language and orthography conferences, articles on the
Uzbek language published in newspapers and journals are also included among the sources. In
this respect, the journal “Maorif va o ‘gituvchi” holds particular importance. More than 80% of
the articles published in it were devoted to the most pressing issues of the time—alphabet and
orthography. In addition, many articles addressed language theory, the vowel and consonant
system of Uzbek, the literary language and its history, the characteristics of Uzbek dialects, the
base dialect of the literary language, and phonetic laws. Most of these articles invited debate and
reached a genuinely scientific level.

The study of Uzbek dialects has always been considered one of the most topical issues. In
the 1920s, the journal “Maorif va o ‘qituvchi” regularly published articles addressing linguistic
problems. Notably, in issues 10—11 and 12 of 1926, two articles were published under the title
“A Brief Guide for Collectors of Information on Uzbek Tribes (Clans) and Their Dialects.”
Beneath these articles appears the note “Committee for the Study of Uzbeks.” Based on their
style, it can be assumed that they were prepared by Prof. Gozi Olim.

The first article provides methodological recommendations for identifying the ethnic
characteristics of the dialect under study. It includes questions aimed at gathering information on
population structure, respondent selection, anthropological features of residents, and the history
of the settlement. The second article is entirely devoted to the study of dialects. This “guide”
undoubtedly played a positive role for researchers who were beginning work in Uzbek
dialectology at that time. The existence and necessity of programs for studying Uzbek dialects
were emphasized in later periods as well.

Although the analyzed “guide” includes sections such as “On Language,” ‘“Labial
Harmony (gubnaya harmoniya),” and “Thickness and Thinness,” based on the nature of the
questions, we grouped them as follows:

1. Questions and examples aimed at studying the phonetic features of Uzbek dialects.

2. Questions and examples clarifying the functioning of phonetic laws.
3. Questions and examples aimed at identifying morphological features.

http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass— 1508 -



http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass
http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass

eISSN: 2229-3213 pISSN: 2229-3205
Volume 16,Issue 02 February, 2026

4. Recommendations for studying the lexical characteristics of dialects.

It should be noted that the “guide” mainly uses Arabic terms, partially Uzbek terms, and
occasionally Russian terms. The questions aimed at studying the phonetic features of Uzbek
dialects focused on examining the following issues:

e Sound correspondences: ¥//B: TOB, (TOF); ¥//ii: Ooitnamok; i//x: xuit (iur); 4//it: Tyiima,
(Tyrma); x//K: KaTuH, (XOTWH); T//n: AoBymi, (ToBymn); 1//6: Oakup, (makup);, mi//c: mIymyp,
(cymyp); ¢//q: 90uMOK, (COUMOK); assimilation: T>H: MOHTHOU (MaHTJIaH).

e Spontaneous changes: K>F: Fapra, (Kapra).

e Spirantization: K>T: 3THH; I">B: raB; T>1I: yITa; 0>B: 00Ba; >0: TOOWIIFaH.

o Vowel correspondence: e//u: erpu//uiipu.

e Use of long vowels: ut// u:1, Kb13//KBI:3.

The questions also inquire about the presence of sounds expressed by the vowels ! (3), 4 (3),
1(a), 5(0), 5(0), 3(y), 5(Y), 2 (B), 2 (), 2 (), which were referred to as bosit (simple) vowels, as
well as by the letter combinations 33 (yB), 33 (YB), == (mii), & (bi), which were referred to as
murakkab cho zghi (complex long vowels). It was also noted in which words the vowels i and u
are pronounced very briefly.

Use of Consonants. Only the presence of the consonants < (f) and J (j) was queried.

Phonetic Laws.To determine labial harmony, only pronunciations such as kymy//kymnu,
Kennum//xkenym, Kynuo//kymy0o were asked about. To identify thickness and thinness, questions
were posed regarding whether these features are preserved or not in words with suffixes, and
examples such as kepmok or kepmMok were provided.

Morphological Features.To identify morphological features, questions were asked about
changes in nouns, adjectives, pronouns, and verbs. These included suffixes such as —
HuHr/nunr/nu/tu (referred to as explanatory suffixes), —map/nap (plural markers), —fa/a (maf ulu
alayh), —man/nan/Hon (mafulu anh). The phonetic conditions under which these suffixes occur
and the phonetic changes that arise in words when they are added (manrra, caran, maran) were
also noted.

Lexical Features.In studying lexical features, the task of compiling a dialect dictionary was
assigned. At least 300400 entries were required. For some reason, special attention was
emphasized on recording the names of human and animal body parts.

Of course, we are far from claiming that this “guide” provided sufficient opportunity to
fully record a particular dialect. At the same time, one should not forget that it was an initial
experiment. From this perspective, its significance should be acknowledged.

It is known that even today, no program has been created that fully covers all features of
dialects. Nevertheless, after this “guide,” several manuals and questionnaires for studying Uzbek
dialects emerged, creating opportunities to describe particular features of Uzbek dialects more

comprehensively.
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