
http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass IF = 9.112—1690—

The Journal of Applied Science and Social Science
February, 2026Volume 16,Issue 02

pISSN: 2229-3205eISSN: 2229-3213

THE THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR THE STUDY
OF BILINGUAL LEARNER’S DICTIONARIES

Nashirova Shaxnoza Buriyevna,

PhD in Philology, Associate Professor,

Faculty of Foreign Languages, Karshi State University, Uzbekistan

Abstract

This article explores the theoretical and methodological foundations underlying the study of
bilingual learner’s dictionaries within the framework of modern lexicography. The research aims
to systematize key theoretical paradigms, including functional lexicography, user-oriented
approaches, equivalence theory, and macro- and microstructural modeling. Methodologically,
the study applies comparative, descriptive, and structural analysis to examine principles guiding
the compilation and evaluation of bilingual learner’s dictionaries. The findings demonstrate that
effective bilingual learner’s lexicography requires an integrated framework combining functional
theory, pragmatic orientation, corpus-based evidence, and user needs analysis. The study
concludes that future research should emphasize empirical dictionary use studies, digital
lexicography, and cognitive-semantic modeling to enhance learner accessibility and
communicative functionality.
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Аннотация

В статье рассматриваются теоретические и методологические основы исследования
двуязычных учебных словарей в рамках современной лексикографии. Цель исследования
— систематизировать ключевые теоретические парадигмы, включая функциональную
лексикографию, пользовательско-ориентированный подход, теорию эквивалентности, а
также моделирование макро- и микроструктуры словаря. Методологически работа
опирается на сравнительный, описательный и структурный анализ принципов составления
и оценки двуязычных учебных словарей. Результаты показывают, что эффективная
двуязычная учебная лексикография требует интеграции функциональной теории,
прагматической направленности, корпусных данных и анализа потребностей пользователя.
В заключение подчеркивается необходимость дальнейших эмпирических исследований
использования словарей и развития цифровой лексикографии.
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Annotatsiya

Mazkur maqolada zamonaviy leksikografiya doirasida ikki tilli o‘quv lug‘atlarini tadqiq
etishning nazariy va metodologik asoslari tahlil qilinadi. Tadqiqotning maqsadi funksional
leksikografiya, foydalanuvchiga yo‘naltirilgan yondashuv, ekvivalentlik nazariyasi hamda
lug‘atning makro va mikrostrukturaviy modellashtirilishi kabi asosiy nazariy paradigmalarni
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tizimlashtirishdan iborat. Metodologik jihatdan ishda qiyosiy, tavsifiy va strukturaviy tahlil
usullaridan foydalanildi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatadiki, samarali ikki tilli o‘quv lug‘atlari
funksional nazariya, pragmatik yo‘nalish, korpus ma’lumotlari va foydalanuvchi ehtiyojlari
tahlilining integratsiyasini talab etadi. Xulosa sifatida kelajak tadqiqotlarida empirik lug‘atdan
foydalanish tadqiqotlari va raqamli leksikografiyani rivojlantirish zarurligi ta’kidlanadi.

Kalit so‘zlar

ikki tilli leksikografiya, o‘quv lug‘atlari, nazariy asoslar, metodologiya, ekvivalentlik, lug‘at
tuzilishi.

Introduction. Bilingual learner’s dictionaries occupy a central position in foreign language
acquisition and translation pedagogy. Unlike general bilingual dictionaries, learner’s dictionaries
are designed to meet the specific cognitive, linguistic, and communicative needs of language
learners. The theoretical investigation of such dictionaries requires an interdisciplinary
foundation combining lexicography, applied linguistics, semantics, pragmatics, and corpus
linguistics.

Modern lexicography has shifted from a purely linguistic description model to a functional
and user-oriented paradigm (Tarp, 2008). Within this framework, dictionaries are considered
tools designed to solve specific user problems in communicative and cognitive situations.
Therefore, the study of bilingual learner’s dictionaries must be grounded in both theoretical
lexicography and empirical user research.

The objective of this article is to examine the theoretical paradigms and methodological
principles that form the foundation of bilingual learner’s dictionary research.

The present study adopts a multi-layered methodological framework integrating theoretical
modeling, structural analysis, comparative evaluation, and conceptual synthesis. Given that
bilingual learner’s lexicography lies at the intersection of linguistics, pedagogy, and applied
lexicography, a single-method approach would be insufficient to capture its complexity.

The first stage of the research is grounded in theoretical-analytical investigation.
Foundational lexicographic theories—including functional lexicography (Tarp, 2008), structural
lexicography (Hausmann & Wiegand, 1989), and equivalence theory (Kromann et al., 1991)—
were critically examined to establish a conceptual framework. This approach allows for:

 Identifying dominant paradigms in bilingual lexicography

 Systematizing core theoretical categories (function, equivalence, user, access structure)

 Establishing criteria for evaluating learner-oriented dictionary design

Rather than treating lexicography as merely descriptive linguistics, the study conceptualizes
dictionaries as problem-solving tools, following the functional tradition.

A structural approach was employed to analyze the internal architecture of bilingual
learner’s dictionaries. The modeling framework distinguishes between:

Macrostructure

 Lemma selection principles
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 Alphabetical vs thematic arrangement

 Frequency-based entry inclusion

Microstructure

 Definition style (translation equivalent vs explanatory gloss)

 Phonetic transcription

 Grammatical labeling

 Usage examples

 Semantic differentiation of polysemy

Access Structure

 Cross-referencing systems

 Typographical signaling

 Digital navigation features

Componential analysis was used to identify how semantic features are represented and
differentiated across languages. This is particularly relevant for examining partial equivalence
and semantic asymmetry in bilingual dictionaries.

The study applies contrastive methodology to compare:

 General bilingual dictionaries vs learner’s bilingual dictionaries

 Print vs digital learner’s dictionaries

 Monolingual learner’s dictionary principles vs bilingual adaptations

The comparative method highlights structural differences in:

 Sense organization

 Treatment of polysemy

 Degree of contextualization

 Pedagogical orientation

This approach reveals that learner’s dictionaries require higher levels of explanatory density
and pragmatic clarification than general bilingual dictionaries.

Although the study is theoretical in orientation, it integrates corpus-based principles as a
methodological reference point. Corpus linguistics contributes to:

 Frequency-based lemma selection

 Authentic contextual examples
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 Collocation identification

 Usage pattern verification

Corpus-informed lexicography enhances empirical reliability and ensures that entries reflect
real communicative usage rather than prescriptive intuition.

Following Hartmann (2001), dictionary research must incorporate user studies. The
methodological framework therefore includes:

 Analysis of learner consultation needs

 Identification of typical user errors

 Evaluation of dictionary accessibility

 Consideration of cognitive load in entry design

Learner success depends not only on linguistic accuracy but also on how efficiently
information can be retrieved and interpreted.

The final methodological stage synthesizes:

 Functional theory

 Structural modeling

 Equivalence theory

 Cognitive semantics

 Corpus evidence

This integrative synthesis forms a comprehensive methodological foundation for studying
bilingual learner’s dictionaries as both linguistic and pedagogical tools.

The study confirms that learner’s dictionaries cannot be evaluated solely through linguistic
adequacy. Instead, they must be assessed in relation to user problems in communicative
situations (Tarp, 2008).

A learner consulting a bilingual dictionary may seek:

 Text production assistance

 Text reception clarification

 Translation support

 Vocabulary acquisition

Each of these consultation situations requires different lexicographic solutions. Therefore,
dictionary design must be function-driven rather than structure-driven.

The theoretical and methodological foundations of bilingual learner’s dictionary research
rest upon functional lexicography, equivalence theory, structural modeling, and empirical user
research. Effective dictionaries must integrate macrostructural clarity, microstructural precision,
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and pragmatic relevance.

Future research should focus on:

 Empirical learner interaction studies

 Digital lexicographic innovation

 Cognitive-semantic structuring

 Corpus-driven bilingual equivalence modeling

Such developments will enhance communicative competence and learner autonomy in
multilingual contexts.
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