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Abstract. This article examines the role of spiritual education in fostering the virtues of
compassion and respect for national values among the youth of New Uzbekistan. In the context
of rapid globalization and social transformation, strengthening the moral and spiritual
development of young people has become an important priority in the national education system.
The study analyzes theoretical approaches to spiritual and moral education and highlights its
importance in shaping socially responsible, culturally aware, and ethically mature individuals.
Special attention is given to the influence of educational institutions, families, and social
environments in cultivating compassion, empathy, and respect for national traditions and cultural
heritage. The findings suggest that effective spiritual education contributes to the formation of a
morally responsible generation capable of preserving national identity while actively
participating in modern social development.
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Introduction. In the context of globalization and the rapid development of information
technologies, modern society is experiencing profound social, cultural, and economic
transformations. These changes place new and significant demands on the upbringing and
education of the younger generation. In particular, within the framework of the reforms being
implemented in New Uzbekistan, the formation of a spiritually mature, socially responsible, and
morally strong youth has become one of the key priorities of state policy. The development of
young people who possess qualities such as compassion, tolerance, respect for national values,
and a strong sense of social responsibility is considered an essential condition for ensuring
sustainable development and social stability in society. Spiritual education plays a fundamental
role in shaping the moral character and worldview of young people. It is a comprehensive
process aimed at developing an individual's ethical principles, cultural awareness, and social
responsibility. Through spiritual education, young people learn to understand the importance of
moral values, respect the cultural heritage of their nation, and develop positive attitudes toward
others. In this regard, the cultivation of virtues such as compassion, kindness, empathy, and
respect for national traditions becomes a vital component of youth education.

Compassion, as one of the most important moral virtues, reflects a person’s ability to
empathize with others, provide support to those in need, and demonstrate kindness in social
relationships. It is a fundamental human value that promotes harmony, mutual respect, and social
cohesion within a community. In the upbringing of young people, fostering compassion helps
them develop a sense of responsibility toward society and encourages them to contribute
positively to the well-being of others. Therefore, the development of compassionate attitudes
among youth is not only a moral objective but also a social necessity for building a humane and
harmonious society. At the same time, respect for national values is another crucial aspect of the
spiritual education of the younger generation. National values include traditions, customs,
cultural heritage, language, historical memory, and moral norms that have been formed over
centuries within a particular society. These values serve as an important foundation for shaping
the national identity and cultural consciousness of young people. When youth are educated to
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appreciate and preserve their national heritage, they become more aware of their historical roots
and more committed to contributing to the development of their country.

In recent years, the concept of “New Uzbekistan” has emphasized the importance of
strengthening spiritual and moral education among young people. Educational institutions,
families, and social organizations are increasingly focusing on creating an environment that
encourages the development of ethical behavior, cultural awareness, and civic responsibility.
Special attention is being paid to integrating national traditions, historical heritage, and universal
human values into the educational process. Such an approach not only strengthens the spiritual
foundations of society but also helps young people navigate the challenges of modern
globalization while maintaining their cultural identity. Furthermore, spiritual education
contributes significantly to the formation of socially active and responsible citizens. Young
people who possess a strong spiritual foundation are more capable of making ethical decisions,
respecting diversity, and promoting social harmony. In this regard, the role of educational
institutions, teachers, families, and community organizations becomes especially important.
Their collaborative efforts help create a supportive environment in which moral values and
cultural traditions are actively transmitted to the younger generation. Despite the increasing
attention given to spiritual education, there is still a need for deeper research into effective
methods and approaches that can enhance the development of compassion and respect for
national values among youth. Modern educational systems must adapt to contemporary
challenges while preserving the spiritual and cultural foundations that shape responsible and
ethical individuals. Therefore, studying the role of spiritual education in fostering compassion
and respect for national values among the youth of New Uzbekistan is of great theoretical and
practical importance. This study aims to analyze the significance of spiritual education in the
formation of compassion and respect for national values among young people and to explore the
pedagogical and social mechanisms that contribute to the development of these essential virtues
in the context of modern Uzbekistan.

Literature review. The issue of spiritual education and its role in shaping moral virtues
among young people has attracted considerable attention from scholars, educators, and
policymakers around the world. In particular, the formation of compassion, moral responsibility,
and respect for national values has been widely discussed in pedagogical, philosophical, and
sociological literature. Researchers emphasize that spiritual and moral education serves as a
foundation for developing socially responsible and culturally aware individuals who contribute
positively to society. Many classical and modern scholars have highlighted the importance of
moral and spiritual upbringing in the development of human character. One of the earliest
thinkers who emphasized the significance of moral virtues in education was Aristotle. In his
ethical philosophy, Aristotle argued that virtues such as kindness, generosity, and compassion
are developed through practice and education. According to his perspective, education should
not only focus on intellectual development but also cultivate moral character and ethical
behavior. This idea has influenced many modern educational theories that advocate the
integration of moral and spiritual values into the educational process.

In Eastern philosophical traditions, the importance of compassion and respect for cultural
and national values has also been widely emphasized. Prominent scholars such as Abu Nasr Al-
Farabi and Abu Ali Ibn Sina highlighted the role of education in forming morally mature
individuals who are capable of contributing to the well-being of society. Al-Farabi, in particular,
viewed education as a means of cultivating virtuous citizens who act in accordance with moral
and ethical principles. He argued that a harmonious society can only be achieved when
individuals possess high moral qualities and a deep understanding of social responsibility.
Similarly, the works of Alisher Navoi reflect the importance of compassion, humanity, and
moral responsibility in human relations. Navoi’s literary and philosophical heritage emphasizes
the value of kindness, generosity, and respect for others as essential qualities of a morally
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developed individual. His writings encourage people to practice empathy, help those in need, and
uphold ethical principles in their daily lives. These ideas remain relevant in modern educational
discourse, particularly in the context of spiritual education aimed at nurturing morally
responsible youth.

Modern pedagogical research also highlights the significance of spiritual and moral
education in shaping the worldview of young people. Scholars such as Lawrence Kohlberg and
Jean Piaget have studied the stages of moral development and emphasized that moral reasoning
and ethical behavior evolve through social interaction and education. Kohlberg’s theory of moral
development suggests that individuals progress through different stages of moral understanding,
moving from self-centered reasoning to more universal ethical principles. According to this
theory, educational environments play a crucial role in facilitating the development of higher
levels of moral reasoning and empathy. In addition to psychological theories, sociological
studies also emphasize the importance of national values in shaping the identity and behavior of
young people. National values are considered an integral part of cultural heritage and serve as a
mechanism for preserving social continuity and collective identity. Researchers argue that
respect for national traditions, language, and cultural heritage strengthens social cohesion and
fosters a sense of belonging among young people. When youth develop an appreciation for their
cultural roots, they are more likely to demonstrate responsibility toward their community and
contribute to national development.

In the context of Uzbekistan, many scholars have addressed the importance of spiritual
education in strengthening national identity and moral values among youth. The concept of
spiritual and moral development (ma’naviy-axloqiy tarbiya) has been widely discussed in
educational reforms and academic research. Researchers emphasize that spiritual education
should integrate national traditions, historical heritage, and universal human values to ensure the
holistic development of young people. This approach allows youth to remain connected to their
cultural roots while also developing the ability to adapt to global social and cultural changes.
Several Uzbek scholars have also studied the role of family, educational institutions, and social
organizations in the spiritual upbringing of young people. According to these studies, the family
environment plays a fundamental role in the early formation of moral values, while schools and
universities provide structured opportunities for reinforcing ethical principles and civic
responsibility. Teachers and educators are considered key agents in this process, as they not only
transmit knowledge but also serve as role models who influence the moral attitudes and behavior
of students. Furthermore, recent research highlights the impact of globalization and digital
technologies on the value systems of young people. While globalization provides access to
diverse cultural perspectives and knowledge, it can also create challenges in preserving national
identity and traditional values. Therefore, scholars emphasize the need for educational systems to
strengthen spiritual and cultural education in order to balance global influences with the
preservation of national heritage. By integrating modern pedagogical approaches with traditional
cultural values, educational institutions can create an environment that promotes both intellectual
development and moral responsibility. Another important aspect highlighted in the literature is
the relationship between compassion and social harmony. Compassion is often regarded as a
fundamental element of social cohesion, as it encourages individuals to act with empathy and
respect toward others. Studies in social psychology indicate that compassionate individuals are
more likely to engage in prosocial behavior, cooperate with others, and contribute to community
development. Consequently, fostering compassion among young people can help create a more
inclusive and supportive social environment. The existing literature demonstrates that spiritual
education plays a crucial role in the formation of moral virtues such as compassion and respect
for national values. Scholars from various disciplines agree that the integration of ethical,
cultural, and social values into the educational process is essential for developing responsible
and morally conscious citizens. However, despite the growing body of research on this topic,
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there remains a need for further studies that explore effective strategies for implementing
spiritual education in modern educational systems, particularly in the context of the social and
cultural transformations occurring in New Uzbekistan.

Research discussion. The development of compassion and respect for national values
among young people has become one of the central priorities in the social and educational
reforms of New Uzbekistan. In recent years, particular attention has been given to strengthening
the system of spiritual education as an essential mechanism for shaping morally responsible and
socially active citizens. The findings of this study indicate that spiritual education significantly
contributes to the formation of ethical values, social responsibility, and cultural awareness
among youth. One of the key aspects revealed during the research is that spiritual education
creates the foundation for cultivating compassion in young people. Compassion is not an innate
quality that develops automatically; rather, it is formed gradually through social interaction,
moral instruction, and personal experience. Educational institutions play an important role in this
process by creating learning environments that encourage empathy, cooperation, and mutual
respect. Teachers, through their guidance and personal example, help students develop
sensitivity to the needs of others and a willingness to provide assistance to those who require
support.

In the context of modern Uzbekistan, the promotion of compassion among youth is
closely linked with the broader objective of building a humane and socially responsible society.
When young people are educated in the spirit of kindness, empathy, and respect for others, they
are more likely to contribute positively to social development. Compassionate individuals tend to
demonstrate stronger civic engagement, participate in community initiatives, and support social
solidarity. As a result, spiritual education not only shapes individual character but also
strengthens social cohesion within society. Another important finding of the research concerns
the role of national values in the spiritual development of youth. National values represent the
historical experience, traditions, customs, and cultural heritage of a nation. These values serve as
a moral compass that guides individuals in their behavior and social interactions. When young
people are introduced to national traditions, cultural heritage, and historical achievements, they
develop a deeper sense of belonging and responsibility toward their society. In educational
practice, respect for national values is often fostered through various activities, including the
study of national history, literature, cultural traditions, and moral teachings of prominent scholars
and thinkers. Such educational approaches allow students to connect with the cultural roots of
their nation while also developing an understanding of universal human values. The integration
of national cultural heritage into educational programs strengthens the moral and cultural identity
of young people and helps them maintain a balance between tradition and modernity.

The research also demonstrates that the role of the family remains fundamental in the
formation of spiritual and moral qualities among youth. The family is the first social
environment where children learn basic ethical principles, social norms, and cultural traditions.
Parents influence the development of compassion, respect, and responsibility through their
behavior, communication, and daily interactions with their children. Therefore, the effectiveness
of spiritual education largely depends on the cooperation between families and educational
institutions. In addition, the study highlights the growing influence of modern information
technologies and globalization on the worldview of young people. While digital technologies
provide opportunities for learning and communication, they also expose youth to diverse cultural
influences that may sometimes conflict with traditional values. In this context, spiritual
education plays a protective and guiding role by helping young people critically evaluate
information and maintain a strong connection with their national and cultural identity.

Educational institutions must therefore adopt innovative pedagogical approaches that
combine traditional spiritual values with modern educational methods. Interactive learning,
cultural projects, community service programs, and discussions on ethical issues can
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significantly enhance the effectiveness of spiritual education. Such methods encourage students
to actively engage with moral concepts rather than passively receiving information. Furthermore,
it is important to emphasize that compassion and respect for national values should not be taught
only as theoretical concepts. These virtues must be practiced and experienced in real-life
situations. Participation in charitable activities, social initiatives, and community service allows
young people to develop empathy and understand the importance of helping others. Through
such experiences, students internalize moral values and transform them into stable personal
qualities. The discussion of the research results confirms that spiritual education is a key factor
in shaping compassionate and culturally conscious youth in New Uzbekistan. The successful
development of these virtues requires the combined efforts of families, educational institutions,
and society as a whole. By strengthening spiritual education and promoting national values, it is
possible to cultivate a generation that is not only intellectually capable but also morally
responsible and committed to the development of their country.

Conclusion. In conclusion, spiritual education plays a vital role in shaping the moral
character and social responsibility of the younger generation in New Uzbekistan. The study
demonstrates that the development of compassion and respect for national values is closely
connected with the effectiveness of spiritual and moral education in families, educational
institutions, and society as a whole. Through spiritual education, young people acquire essential
ethical qualities such as empathy, kindness, tolerance, and respect for cultural heritage. The
research also shows that national values, traditions, and historical heritage serve as important
foundations for strengthening the moral consciousness and cultural identity of youth. When these
values are effectively integrated into educational processes, young people become more aware of
their responsibilities toward society and more committed to preserving their national identity in
the context of globalization. Furthermore, cooperation between families, educators, and social
institutions is essential for ensuring the successful development of compassionate and morally
responsible individuals. Strengthening spiritual education will contribute to the formation of
socially active, culturally aware, and ethically responsible citizens who can actively participate
in the sustainable development of New Uzbekistan.
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