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Historical sources often focus on great rulers and their achievements, providing either brief
or detailed information about their fathers. However, very little information is usually available
regarding their mothers, their identities, and their contributions. There is abundant information
concerning how rulers governed their states, their political strategies, and military campaigns, yet
the lives of their wives are rarely discussed openly. Nevertheless, history remembers many
remarkable women who were not only wives, mothers, and queens but also made significant
contributions to the prosperity of the state and the welfare of the people. Among such
distinguished women were the queens of the Shaybanid dynasty.

According to historical records, Muhammad Shaybani Khan, the founder of the Shaybanid
dynasty, had six principal wives.[1] In addition, numerous concubines were present within the
royal court. It is well known that great importance was attached to noble lineage and ancestry
when establishing a family. Rulers and princes paid close attention to a woman’s lineage when
selecting a future queen. Similarly, women also considered lineage and status in marriage. If they
had to choose between becoming the wife of a prince or that of a reigning ruler, they often
preferred the ruler, even if he was significantly older. Becoming the queen of a sovereign ruler,
rather than merely the wife of a prince, was considered more prestigious and advantageous.

One notable example is Khanzada Begum, the sister of Zahir al-Din Muhammad Babur,
who became one of the wives of Muhammad Shaybani Khan. Historical accounts indicate that
Khanzada Begum was compelled to marry Shaybani Khan in order to save her relatives and her
people.[2]

But what was the reality? At that time, the authority of her brother, Zahir al-Din Muhammad
Babur, had weakened considerably, and his throne was under serious threat. Shaybani Khan, on
the other hand, was a ruler of noble lineage who had established a powerful dynasty. Following
Shaybani Khan’s death, Khanzada Begum returned to her brother. By that time, Babur had
become a great ruler who had founded a new state and a new dynasty. Political instability had
emerged within the Shaybanid realm after Shaybani Khan’s death, leaving Khanzada Begum
with little reason to remain in Movarounnahr. As a widowed queen, it was natural for her to
return to her brother’s court. Therefore, it can be argued that she chose to return after considering
these circumstances. In Babur’s state and court, she lived with honor, respect, and dignity until
the end of her life, enjoying the status of a highly esteemed queen.

Khanzada Begum lived between 1478 and 1544. She was born as a Timurid princess and
later became a Shaybanid queen through her marriage to Muhammad Shaybani Khan. Her father
was Umar Shaykh Mirza (1456–1494), the Timurid ruler of Fergana, while her mother, Qutlug
Nigar Khanum (1457–1505), was the daughter of Yunus Khan, the ruler of Tashkent. In addition
to her beauty, Khanzada Begum was known for her intelligence, wisdom, and political acumen.
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In 1501, she married Muhammad Shaybani Khan. Some historical sources claim that she
was forced to marry him after being taken captive.[3] Other sources, however, regard the
marriage as part of an agreement between two dynasties and as a right exercised by the
victorious side. Thus, the marriage is interpreted differently across various historical accounts.

Muhammad Shaybani Khan and Khanzada Begum had a son named Khurramshah. However,
he died at a young age. His father, Shaybani Khan, appointed Khurramshah as the governor of
Balkh Province, but it is believed that he died around 1511–1512, shortly after his father's death.
When Khanzada Begum returned to her brother’s court, her son Khurramshah did not
accompany her and is said to have remained under the care of the Shaybanids. In his memoirs,
Zahir al-Din Muhammad Babur wrote with regret that his nephew died not long after his mother
had departed.

During the early years of her life in Shaybani Khan’s court, Khanzada Begum enjoyed a
high status. She was counted among the chief wives of Shaybani Khan and became one of the
most influential women of the palace. The birth of Khurramshah further strengthened her
position within the court, as he was an heir born from the bloodlines of two great dynasties.

At the same time, not everyone in the palace viewed Khanzada Begum favorably. One of
her principal rivals was Aisha Sultan Khanum, the daughter of the Khan of Moghulistan and
another wife of Shaybani Khan. Their rivalry was not merely a matter of personal jealousy but
also of political influence and supremacy. In particular, competition for the position of chief
consort intensified because of Khanzada Begum’s elevated status as a Timurid princess. As a
result, Aisha Sultan Khanum frequently opposed her and organized intrigues against her.

One such intrigue involved accusing Khanzada Begum of treason. Aisha Sultan Khanum
informed Muhammad Shaybani Khan that Khanzada Begum was allegedly acting as a spy for
her brother, Babur Mirza. As a consequence, in 1507 Muhammad Shaybani Khan divorced
Khanzada Begum and married her to one of his military commanders, Sayyid Hadi. Such
treatment was considered unworthy of a noble princess. Similar examples can be found
throughout history, where rivalry, hostility, and competition among royal women were common
and continuous phenomena. Such struggles were not limited to the Shaybanid court but occurred
in many dynasties and royal courts throughout history.

In 1510, Muhammad Shaybani Khan was killed during the battle against Shah Ismail Safavi.
At that time, Khanzada Begum was in Merv. Sayyid Hadi was also killed in the same battle.
When the Shaybanid harem was taken captive, Shah Ismail encountered the Timurid princess
Khanzada Begum and treated her with the respect and honor befitting a queen. He subsequently
arranged for her to be sent to her brother Babur Mirza’s court in Kunduz. The primary reason for
this gesture was that Shah Ismail was seeking an alliance with Babur, and such an act of
generosity would strengthen friendly relations between them.

Upon returning to her brother’s court, Khanzada Begum was not merely a royal lady but
became actively involved in numerous political and educational affairs. She devoted the
remainder of her life to strengthening the state established by Babur and his successors. When a
struggle for power arose among Humayun’s relatives, particularly Kamran and Hindal, Humayun
regarded Khanzada Begum as a unifying figure and sent her to Kandahar to mediate between
them. Despite being approximately sixty-five years old at the time, she traveled long distances
on horseback in an effort to reconcile her nephew Kamran with the ruling family. However, in
1545, she died on the journey before reaching him. In history, Khanzada Begum has become a
symbol of “a princess who sacrificed her personal happiness for the sake of her dynasty, family,
and people.”

After Humayun ascended the throne, he conferred upon his aunt the title of “Padshah
Begum” and granted her numerous important political privileges. These privileges included
authority over all women of the royal harem, the right to affix her seal to important state
documents, and participation in political consultations as an adviser to the ruler. Following her
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death, she was initially buried temporarily. Later, by Humayun’s order, her remains were
transferred to Kabul and interred beside her brother Babur Mirza in the Bagh-i Babur mausoleum.

Khanzada Begum carried out many charitable activities throughout her life. Nevertheless,
she is remembered primarily as an influential diplomat and wise stateswoman who played an
active role in politics, state affairs, foreign relations, and the complex dynamics of court life.

REFERENCES
1.Фазлаллах ибн Рузбихан “Записки бухарского гостя” Москва 1976. Б;60-80.

2. Buronov, O. (2025). SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN UZBEKISTAN IN THE 40-80-
IES OF THE XX CENTURY. BRIDGING THE GAP: EDUCATION AND SCIENCE FOR A
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE, 1(1), 1160-1168.
3. Buronov, O. (2025). Changes In The Murobak Gas Processing Plant In The Years Of
Independence. Zien Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, 40, 62-67.
4. Buronov, O., & Davronov, U. B. (2025). Administrative-territorial division and demographic
indicators of Samarkand during the years of independence. International Journal of Artificial
Intelligence, 1(1), 405-409.
5. Buronov, O., & Davronov, U. B. (2025). History of modern construction and urban
development in Samarkand region during the years of independence. International Journal of
Artificial Intelligence, 1(1), 410-414.
6.Murodullaevich, B. O. (2024). The fight against infectious diseases of Uzbekistan on
experience. Western European Journal of Historical Events and Social Science, 2(4), 93-97.
7. Бўронов, О. Қишлоқ врачлик пунктларида тиббий кадрлар салоҳиятини оширишга
қаратилган давлат сиёсати. Ўтмишга назар, 7.
8. Buronov, O., & Tursunov, A. (2025). SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL LIFE OF
SAMARKAND REGION (ON THE EXAMPLE OF NURABAD DISTRICT). BRIDGING
THE GAP: EDUCATION AND SCIENCE FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE, 1(1), 1781-1788.
9. Bo‘ronov, O. Qishloq joylarda tibbiy profilaktika va sanitariya-epidemiologik barqarorlikni
ta’minlash ishi tarixi. Journal of Social Sciences, 1(02).
10. Buronov, O. (2025). O ‘ZBEKISTONDA QISHLOQ AHOLISI SOG ‘LIQNI SAQLASH
TIZIMI HUQUQIY ASOSLARINING SHAKLLANISHI VA SOHA MODDIY-TEXNIK
BAZASINI MUSTAHKAMLASH MUAMMOLARI. Journal of Tamaddun Nuri, 12(75), 61-64.
11. Bo‘ronov, O. (2025). Uzbek QISHLOQ JOYLARDA TIBBIY PROFILAKTIKA VA
SANITARIYA-EPIDEMIOLOGIK BARQARORLIKNI TA’MINLASH ISHI TARIXI. Journal
of Social Sciences, 1(02).
12. Olim, B. (2025). THE FORMATION OF LITERATURE AND READING CULTURE
IN QASHQADARYA REGION. SHOKH LIBRARY, 1(13).
13. Karomov, G. U., & Nafasova, K. (2025). The establishment and progress of the public
health sector in the Turkestan ASSR (1917–1920). International Journal of Artificial
Intelligence, 1(4), 2024-2029.
14. Ochilov, U. B., & Karomov, G. U. (2025). THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRESCHOOL
EDUCATION IN QASHQADARYO REGION: MODERN STAGE, URGENT ISSUES AND
ACHIEVED RESULTS. Journal of Multidisciplinary Sciences and Innovations, 1(3), 945-949.
15. Каромов, Г. Х. (2019). Особенности городской культуры Самарканда Раннего
Средневековья. Евразийское Научное Объединение, (1-7), 373-374.
16. Khamitovich, K. G. (2022). Measures in the Sphere of Maternal and Child Health in
Uzbekistan. Miasto Przyszłości, 29, 12-15.
17. Каромов, Г. Х. (2020). ИСТОЧНИКОВЕДЕНИЕ И ИСТОРИОГРАФИЯ ИСТОРИИ
МЕДИЦИНЫ В ТУРКЕСТАНЕ. ББК 1 E91, 205.
18. Khamitovich, K. G. (2022). HISTORY OF HEALTH WORKS IN TURKESTAN

http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass
http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass


http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass IF = 9.112— 474 —

The Journal of Applied Science and Social Science
June, 2026Volume 16,Issue 06

pISSN: 2229-3205eISSN: 2229-3213

ASSR. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE & INTERDISCIPLINARY
RESEARCH ISSN: 2277-3630 Impact factor: 8.036, 11(10), 68-72.
19. Khamidovich, K. G. (2020). The history of turkestan sanitary work. Journal of Critical
Reviews, 7(9), 1126-1129.
20. Karomov, G. U. X. (2023). TURKISTONDA EPIDEMIYALAR VA ULARGA
QARSHI KURASH. Journal of Social Sciences, 4(01).
21. Zahiriddin Muhammad Bobur ‘’ Boburnoma’’. Toshkent-2002. 147-bet.

22. Гулбаданбегим ‘’ Хумоюннома’’. Тошкент 1998. Б-12-15 .

23. Биноий, Камолиддин. ‘’Шайбонийнома’ ’-Тошкент; 2010. Б-134.

24. Zahiriddin Muhammad Bobur ‘’ Boburnoma’’. Toshkent-2002. 148-bet.

http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass
http://www.internationaljournal.co.in/index.php/jasass

