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Annotation: This article explores the role of Korean migrants in the socio-economic
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historical context of Korean migration, the reasons for emigration from Korea, and the
conditions that enabled their successful settlement in the Primorye and Amur regions. The study
highlights the economic contributions of Koreans, particularly in agriculture, as well as their
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The colonization and development of the Russian Far East in the 19th century were closely
connected with the processes of external migration. One of the most significant groups among
the migrants was the Koreans, who began settling in the Primorye and Amur regions following
the Treaty of Peking in 1860 (Kim, 2004). The expansion of the Russian Empire to the Pacific
created a need for population growth and agricultural development in these sparsely populated
frontier areas.

The mass Korean emigration was driven by multiple factors, including political instability and
poverty in Korea, natural disasters, and the search for fertile land and better living conditions
(Pak, 1997). At the same time, the Russian government welcomed the newcomers as a valuable
labor force that could aid in consolidating its control over the newly acquired territories
(Tikhonov, 2010).

The migration of Koreans to the Russian Far East began in the 1860s and intensified toward the
end of the 19th century. Among the key push factors were famines, land shortages, and political
turmoil in Korea, particularly during the late Joseon Dynasty period (Suh, 1988). Korean
peasants were drawn to the fertile and unoccupied lands of the Russian Far East, where they
could engage in agriculture and escape oppressive taxation and political repression (Pak, 1997).

The Russian authorities viewed the Korean migration positively. The settlers were allocated land,
often in border regions, and were permitted to cultivate crops, build villages, and establish
community structures (Lee, 2008). Over time, the Korean population in the region grew
significantly. By the early 20th century, tens of thousands of Koreans had settled in Primorye
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and surrounding territories (Kim, 2004).
Economic Contributions

The economic activity of Korean settlers was primarily focused on agriculture. They quickly
adapted to the local environment and introduced intensive farming techniques, which led to
increased agricultural output in the region (Lee, 2008). Koreans were particularly successful in
cultivating rice, corn, soybeans, and various vegetables. Their farms often yielded better results
than those of Russian peasants, due to more efficient land use and year-round labor (Kim, 2004).
This success was largely attributed to their advanced knowledge of crop rotation, irrigation
techniques, and soil management, which they had perfected in Korea and brought with them to
their new homeland (Tikhonov, 2010).

In addition to farming, Koreans engaged in:

. Livestock breeding,

. Small-scale trade;

. Forestry and fishing;

. Production and sale of agricultural goods.

Korean settlers developed robust trading networks, both within their own communities and with
Russian settlers, facilitating the exchange of goods such as grain, fish, and timber. Their
involvement in small-scale trade allowed them to further integrate into the local economy while
maintaining strong community ties (Pak, 1997). In forestry and fishing, they utilized local
resources to supplement their agricultural output, particularly in the fertile river valleys and
coastal regions of the Russian Far East (Suh, 1988).

Korean farmers transformed uncultivated lands into productive farmland, contributing
significantly to food security and the economy of the Russian Far East. Their ability to cultivate
large areas of land with minimal resources provided a foundation for the region's agricultural
expansion (Kim, 2004). The establishment of cooperative farming practices furthered the
development of shared infrastructure and communal welfare, which helped enhance local
prosperity. Their diligence, frugality, and community-oriented lifestyle made them exemplary
settlers and a stabilizing factor in the region, fostering social cohesion and contributing to the
growth of regional markets (Lee, 2008).

As a result, Korean settlers became not just contributors to agriculture but also vital players in
the overall economic landscape of the Russian Far East, supporting both local markets and
broader regional trade networks (Kim, 2004). Over time, their agricultural innovations and hard
work played a crucial role in the economic integration of the region into the Russian Empire
(Tikhonov, 2010).

Social Integration and Cultural Life
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Although the Korean communities initially remained culturally distinct, they gradually integrated
into the broader regional society. Interethnic interactions, mixed marriages, and participation in
local markets facilitated this process (Drobizheva, 1999). In addition to their contributions in
agriculture and economic development, Korean settlers significantly influenced the cultural
fabric of the Russian Far East. The Korean community preserved its distinct language, culinary
traditions, and religious practices, fostering a sense of unity and identity among its members
(Pak, 1997). Over time, however, this cultural heritage began to merge with local Russian
customs, especially in terms of art, dress, and social practices, creating a unique hybrid culture
that reflected the diverse nature of the Russian Far East (Lee, 2008).

Korean churches, schools, and cultural centers played an essential role in maintaining a sense of
community and identity. These institutions also helped bridge the gap between Koreans and
other ethnic groups in the region, providing opportunities for dialogue, collaboration, and mutual
understanding (Drobizheva, 1999). While many Korean settlers remained insular at first, the
gradual integration into Russian society allowed for the exchange of cultural values, shaping the
multicultural character of the Russian Far East that we see today (Tikhonov, 2010). By the end
of the 19th century, Koreans had become an established part of the multicultural landscape of the
Russian Far East, contributing to its unique ethnic composition (Suh, 1988).

Political and Strategic Significance

Beyond their economic role, Korean settlers had geopolitical importance. The Russian Empire
sought to strengthen its control over its eastern borders and saw the Korean population as a
demographic buffer between Russia, China, and Japan (Kim, 2004). This was particularly
relevant during times of heightened tensions in East Asia (Tikhonov, 2010).

The presence of loyal and productive Korean communities helped Russia legitimize its territorial
claims and demonstrate effective governance in remote areas (Lee, 2008). Their participation in
local military and civil service roles also reinforced their integration into the empire's social and
political fabric (Pak, 1997).

Conclusion

Korean emigration to the Russian Far East in the 19th century played a vital role in the socio-
economic development of the region. Through agriculture, trade, and community-building,
Korean settlers transformed underdeveloped frontier areas into economically viable and
culturally rich territories.

Their presence not only supported Russia’s domestic development goals but also served its
broader strategic interests in East Asia. The legacy of these early Korean migrants continues to
be felt today, as they laid the foundations for a vibrant Korean diaspora that remains an integral
part of Russia’s Far Eastern identity.
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